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     use at low level in Class G airspace  

  

  
 

To whom is responsible: 

The Hang Gliding Federation of Australia (HGFA) has approx. 3000 members operating Paragliders, 
Hang Gliders and Microlights in class G airspace at various sites around Australia.  

 

Most activity involves foot launching Paragliders and Hang Gliders from long established hill launch 
sites. These sites are used because of surrounding geography which is suitable for ridge soaring or 
thermic soaring – They cannot be relocated. 

 

Most Paragliding and Hang Gliding operations occur with no Airband radio. UHF CB and satellite 
tracking devices (eg Spot messenger and Delorne Inreach) suit HGFA needs better and UHF CB is 
used to communicate to other pilots and ground crew.  

 

HGFA pilots do use Airband radio but only when required. As most Paragliders and Hang Gliders fly 
at a cruise speed of 25 knots – “See and Avoid” is the technique that works best for this type of 
aircraft.  

 

The recent proposal to expand the size of CTAFs to 20 nautical miles radius will put many established 
Paragliding and Hang Gliding sites within a CTAF zone. These sites have operated for many years 
without the need for Airband radio and we see no safety benefit from this change. 

 

In fact this change will undoubtedly cause 2 things : -  

1. Pilots will wilfully disregard the use of Airband radio in these areas and a culture of non-
compliance to develop.  

2. Pilots will use Airband radios and fill the Multicom frequency with transmissions that are not 
relevant to most operations associated with the CTAF aerodrome.  
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List of sites affected  

Tasmania 
A number of sites along the Northwest coast would require the use Airband radio where previously 
they did not. Sites near the Wynard, Devonport, and Launceston CTAFs area.  

Paragliders and Hang Gliders often operate from Mt. Wellington (-4 KM west of Hobart) and is 
currently outside of the Hobart CTZ – if the Hobart CTZ is increased (as there are times when the 
tower is closed) the HGFA operations from MT wellington will be inside the CTAF area. 

There is also a Paragliding site at Winton which will also fall inside the Hobart zone.  

NW TAS before NW TAS After  

  
Mt. Wellington before Mt. Wellington after 
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South Australia  
If Goolwa or Aldinga become Certified / Registered CTAFs, this would affect most Paragliding and 
Hang Gliding sites used in South Australia  

 

Map showing current dimensions of uncertified CTAF aerodromes on the Fleurieu Peninsula 
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West Australia 
WA - Perth Beaches 

The current size of the Gin Gin, Pearce, Bunbury and Bussleton CTAFs near Perth allow HGFA 
operations along the coast with no conflict. Expanding the size of these CTAFs would require almost 
all HGFA operations near Perth to now be announced on the Multicom frequency. 

Perth before Perth after  

 

 
Coastal sites at Albany would also fall within the Albany CTAF 
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QLD 
QLD - Canungra 

A major HGFA flight centre involving 3 Flight Training Schools is just outside the current CTAFs for 
Southport and Gold Coast.  

The Hang Gliding & Paragliding sites at Beechmont and Mt Tamborine would be included in the 
expanded areas of the Southport and Gold coast CTAFs. On most occasions there would be dozens of 
pilots operating at these sites. 

Having all these pilots communicating on the Multicom CTAF frequency would make the Multicom 
frequency unusable .  

4 launch sites near Canungra before. 4 launch sites near Canungra after. 

  



HGFA Response to Proposed Frequency  
     use at low level in Class G airspace  

  
 

 

NSW 
NSW - Laurieton 

Two Paragliding Flight Training Facilities operate out of Laurieton, between the current Port 
Macquarie and Taree CTAFs. Expanding the size of these CTAFs would require all HGFA operations 
from Forster to Nambucca heads to utilise transmissions on the Multicom frequency.  

Laurieton before Laurieton after  
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NSW - Manilla 

One of Australia’s premier Paragliding and Hang Gliding sites at Manilla has the CTAF at Gunnedah 
and Tamworth to the SW and SE. Pilots currently navigate around these CTAFs. Expanding the size of 
CTAFs will mean there is no corridor to the south where pilots can operate without Airband. It would 
also seriously impinge upon NW flight activities through Narrabri. 

Manilla before Manila after 

  
 

Sydney area 
This region has 2 Flight Training Facilities, with high operation levels every weekend.   
Sites both north and south of Sydney would be affected by the increase of CTAF size. The primary 
student training site, Long Reef, along with other Northern Beaches sites would be inside the CTAF 
for Bankstown.  
 
Long Reef Before Long Reef after 
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Stanwell Park. The site of approximately 4 Flight Training Facilities and the Mecca of Australian 
Hang Gliding and Paragliding, would fall under the Camden and Holsworthy CTAF.  

Again, this requiring dozens of pilots to be transmitting on the Multicom frequency for compliance, 
yet the activities have nothing to do with these aerodromes.  

Stanwell Park before Stanwell Park After  

 

 
 

ACT  
The ACT has 1 Flight Training Facility and 6 sites just outside the Canberra and Goulburn CTAFs. If 
these CTAFs were expanded in size - ALL of these sites now fall within the Canberra and Goulburn 
CTAFs. 

ACT before ACT after 
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Vic. 
Bright is the location of 3 Flight Training Facilities and is the primary site for cross country (XC) flight 
in Victoria. Currently it has corridors for XC flight around the Mt Hotham , Albury , Corryong and 
Wangaratta CTAFs. 

Expansion of these CTAFs would mean a solid wall of CTAF airspace from Corryong to Deniliquin. 

Bright airspace before  Bright Airspace after  
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Also, upon expansion, a solid wall of CTAF airspace would exist from Nhill to Aubury. Where it is 
currently possible to navigate around these CTAFs, it would then be impossible.  

 

CTAF airspace in Victoria before proposed change below. 
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One of Australia’s premier Hang Gliding Flight training Facilities operates out of Beaufort, near the 
Ballarat and Ararat CTAFs. 

Expansion of these CTAFs would include the 7 sites that this school and other HGFA pilots use. 

  

  
 

Summary. 

This proposed change to the size of CTAFs to 20 nautical miles radius does not take into account the 
needs of non-GA users such as members of the HGFA and other Recreational Aviation Organisations 
(RAOs)  

The proposed change will unfairly affect many of the HGFA’s primary operating sites and Flight 
Training Facilities, therefore the HGFA completely opposes the expansion of CTAF operating areas to 
20 nautical miles.  

Paragliding , Hang Gliding and Microlighting activities occur in many places just outside of 
existing CTAF areas, operating without airband radio. These activities have be ongoing for many 
years, without incident. Expanding CTAF airspace would require these operations to be carried out 
with airband radio, creating no safety improvement and clogging up the CTAF Multicom with 
unnecessary transmissions.  

As previously stated, this change will undoubtedly cause 2 things : -  

1. Pilots will wilfully disregard the use of Airband radio in these areas and a culture of non-
compliance will develop.  

2. Pilots will use Airband radios and fill the Multicom frequency with transmissions that are not 
relevant to most operations associated with the CTAF aerodrome.  
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The HGFA has no problem with the original proposal to harmonise CTAF frequencies to a single 
Multicom frequency. However, the Expansion of CTAF volume to 20 NM radius, will be actively 
opposed by the HGFA.  

21/12/2017
General & Operations Manager. 
Hang Gliding Federation of Australia

Note: the maps used in this document are available here: -  

Maps of the old 10nm and new 20nm CAR166 areas are available: 

Map: 

Old - 10nm: https://siteguide.org.au/siteguidemap.html?type=open,closed,car166&q=vic 

New - 20nm: https://test.siteguide.org.au/siteguidemap.html?type=open,closed,car166&q=vic 

For Google Earth:  

Old - 10nm: http://siteguide.org.au/CAR166.kmz 

New - 20nm: http://test.siteguide.org.au/CAR166.kmz 

https://siteguide.org.au/siteguidemap.html?type=open,closed,car166&q=vic
https://test.siteguide.org.au/siteguidemap.html?type=open,closed,car166&q=vic
http://siteguide.org.au/CAR166.kmz
http://test.siteguide.org.au/CAR166.kmz
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